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TO 
The RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


BORLASEWARRE M Eſq; 
HIGH-SHERIFPF of the County of 


OXFORD. 


AND 


' TOtheGENT LEMEN of the GRAND-JURY. 
| INCE *t# in Compliance with Nur Deſire, that the follow- 
6 ing Sermon appears in the World 3 I think it needleſs to make 
any Apology for Addreſſmg my ſelf to Tou upon this Occaſion. 
It being Reaſonable to hope , To the ſame Diſcourſe will nee be 
wholly Unacceptable to You from the Preſs, which Jou were pleas'd 

to Hear with ſo much Favour from the Pulpit. 


Tho” I had not the leaſt Deſion of offering It in any more publick 
way, than that of Preaching ; yet I have too great a Deference for 
the Fudgements of ſo many worthy Gentlemen, to ſer up my Own 
an Oppoſi:ion to Yours ; and — readily ſubmit to Obey thoſe 
Commands, which *tis an Honour to Receive. | e 


If what # here Endeavour d ſhall happen to be any way ſervice- 
able, in contributing to the Reformation of Thoſe who create ſo much 
Prejudice to Religion, and ſo much Confuſion to Themſelves and O- 
thers, Deceiving and being Deceiv'd ; The Obligation will be co 
Dou, and Your Authority. But all the Miſcarriages and Imperfe- 
Hons of it I deſire may be aſcribd only to their true Author; 
who n, with great Reſpect, 


Your moſt Obedient Servant, 
JOSEPH TRAPP. 
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ISATAAH V. 20. 


Noe unto them that call Evil Good, and Good Evil; that put 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs , that put 
Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter. 


fo certain, and (at leaſt in the moſt important Inſtances ) fo 

plain and manifeſt ; it may appear ſtrange at firſt tighr, that 
there ſhould be any Occaſion of denouncing a general Woe againit thoſe 
that endeavour to tranſpoſe, or miſrepreſent them. Becauſe oue would 
think it impoſſible there ſhould be ſuch men in the World ; or any that 
ſhould engage in a Deſign which ſeems ſo cxtravagant and impracticable. 
And yet ſuch is the Perverneſs of Mankind, induſtrious in Wickedneſs and 
ingenious to their own Deſtruction ; that even theſe daring Attempts are 
continually made: Men ſeeming inſolently to affect a Power beyond that 
of Omnipotence it ſelf, the Reconciling of Contradictions. And in ma- 
naging theſe eternally oppoſite Principles they are fo far ſucceſsfu}, that 
tho* they cannot reconcile, they can at leaſt confound ; and very often 
actually do it with great Satisfaction. Which is the Practice and Guilt of 
Thoſe, who are here ſo ſevcrely threatn'd, 

The main Scope and,Defign of this Chapter, is to repreſent God's Com- 
plaint againſt his People the Few; in which, by the Mouth of his Pro- 
pher, He expoſtulates with them for ther Degeneracy and Corruption; 
and their proving obſtinately Diſobedient, contrary to what lie had the 
greateſt Reaſon to expect from them, conſidering the extraordinary Care 
which had been taken on his Part to cultivate and inſtruct them. This, 
at the Beginning of the Chapter, is elegantly inſinuated in the P arable of 
a Vineyard: and tho' the Compariſon be in it ſelf ſo eaſy and natural, tiꝛat 
it ſeems to need no Application; yet to make it evident beyond all doubr, 
He applies it in expreſs Words to that revoltiag and rebellious People. 
Ver. 7. For the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts in the Houſe of Iſracl, and 
the Men of Judah hu pleaſant Plant; and He look'd for fudgemenut, but 
behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteauſueſi, but behold a Cry. And after having 


T HE infinite Diſtance between Good and Evil being of all things 


in general reprehended them for their ſhameful and molt inexcuſable Apo- 


ſtacy, He proceeds to expoſe ſome of their particular Abominations, de- 
nouncing Vengeance againſt each of them ſeverally ; their Covetouſaeſs, 
Pride, aud Luxury, and among the reſt that which is deſcrib'd in my Text; 
Moe unto them that call Evil Good, and Good Evil ; that put Darkneſs for 
Light, and Light for Darkneſ; ; that put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet 


for Bitter, 


Expoſitors, without mentioning any other Senſe of the Words,common- 
y underitand them as relating to the Sin of Injuſtice, eſpccially to that 
which is of a Judicial nature; and as levell'd againſt Thoſe who being en- 
truſted with the publick Adminiſtration of ſuegment, pervert the Courſe 
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ol it by putting Wrong for Right and Right for Wrong, by determiniog 


Cauſes contrary to Law, Reaſon, and Equity; by acquitting the Guilty, 
and condemning the Innocent. And, becauſe rhe preſent ſolemn Occaſion 
requires it, I ſhall inthe Progreſs of my enſuing Diſcourſe have a particular 
Regard to this Interpretation. Bur tho' that be one, yer moſt certainly it 
is not the only Deſign of the Words: which are plainly to be underſtqod 
in general of all Perſons of what Quality or Condition ſoever, who labour 
to inert the Nature of Things by miſcalling and di gui ſing them; who by 
Blending and Shuffling of Ideas endeavour to tranſpoſe even Contraries them- 
ſelues, and confound the Notions of Good and Evil. In this wider Accep- 
ration it will, I conceive, be proper to diſcourſe upon the Words; only to 
take particular Notice, as we go along, of every thing which falls in our 
way, relating to the Adminiſtration of Judgment and Juſtice. 

Ic is too plain to require any Proof, that Light and Darkneſs, Bitter. 
and Sweet, are here to be underftood not literally, or in a ſenſe diſtin from 
thoſe other Terms, Good and Evil; but only as figurative and illuſtrating 
Expreflions meaning the ſame Thing. Tis certain they are not to be taken 
in a proper Signification ; for beſides that thoſe Things are not of a Moral 
Nature, and ſo can have no Connection with any Point of Duty or Tranſ- 
greſſion ; They cannot ( ſtrictly ſpeaking ) be tran{vers'd, or put one for 
another. Some ſorts of Good and Evil indeed being mix'd and complicated 
Conceprions, not only the Words, but the very Ideas may be contounded; 
but Light and Darkneſs being ſenſible ones, the Ideas cannot be transfer d, 


tho' the Words may. However, Good and Evil are full as oppoſite in their 


Natures, as any ſenſible contrary Qualities whatſoever ; tho' the former 
may be more eaſily miſtaken for each other, than the /art2r. And their 
being as oppoſite as Light and Darkneſs, Bitter and Sweet, and the like, 
is the Reaſon why thoſe Metaphorical Expreſſions are made uſe of to illu- 
ſtrate the Contrariety that is between them. 

In diſcourſing upon the Words thus explain'd I ſhall conſider, 

Firſt, How far the Names and Notions of Good and Evil are Capable of 
being Confounded, Tranſpos'd, and put one for another. 

Secondly, When, or in what particular Inſtances Men are often Actual 
guilry of ſuch Miſrepreſentation. 

1 What are the chief Canſes and Principles of ſo perverſe a Pra- 
ice. 

Furt hly, che extreme ic kedneſi, and deſtruct ius Conſequences of it. And, 
| Par +4 What we muſt do to ſecure our ſelves from being ſedac'd and de- 

uded by it. 

I. As to the Firſt of Theſe ; the Notions of Good and Evil in general 
cannot be chang'd, nor tranſpos'd, nor the Diſtinction between them be 
taken away. Pleaſure and Pain, Happineſs and Miſery are ſuch very clear 
and diſtin4 Sentiments; that as tis impoſſible they ſhould themſelves be 
miſtaken for each other, ſo they will for ever ſufficiently diſtinguiſh thoſe 
Principles which are ap to cauſe and produce them. The Names indeed 
may be alter d, like thoſe of Light and Darkneſs ; bur theſe Conception 
can no more be varied or transter'd, than theſe, The Words likewiſe may 
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be us d promiſenoufly : which indeed wil make Men task ſo as not to be 
underſtood ; but will not confound theſe Eternally diſtin Conceprions, 
A third obſcure, and unintelligible Notion may alſo (perhaps) ariſe our 
of them. And in theſe Inſtances ſeems to conſiſt all the Confuſion that 
Good and Evil in general are Capable of. How far particular ones may 
be mix d and diſguis'd, muſt be our next Enquiry, , 

That particular Thing then which is really Good may by falſe Names 
and Colours be repreſented as Evil; and fo on the Reverſe, Thus it hap- 
pens in the Caſe of Mora! Good and Evil: Vice in general may be recom- 
mended, and Vertue in general decry'd ; and the ſame Miſrepreſentation 
may be made with reſped to any particular Vertue or Vice, or any Good 
or Bad Action. But then Vertue and Vice in general cannot be put for 
each other, any more than Good and Evil in general, or Light and Dark- 
nels : Theſe Conceptions, like Thoſe, being ſo clearly and and diſtinctly op- 
polite ; and to obſerve, and not obſerve Laws, being Terms of direct Con- 
tradition. Nor can the Difin#ion between them be taken away, while 


they at all remain in the Mind. Indeed it may be loſt one way, be- 


cauſe the Ideas themſelves may be loſt and expung'd out of the Minds of 
Men ; which is to be done only by deſtroying the Notions of all Law and 


all Moral Obligation, upon which the Nature of Duty and Tranſgreſſion 
entirely depends. Bur I ſay, while theſe Notions are in their Minds, they 


can never be transfer'd, or miſtaken for cach other. 


The main Difficalty therefore, and the greateſt Danger of Miſchief and 


Confuſion is between particular Vertuet and Vices z which may eaſily be 
tranſpos d and miſrepreſen;ed by reaſon of the great Number of ſabordi- 
nate Ideas which concur in the Compoſition of theſe more complex ones, 
the particular various Circumſtances attending them, and that Shadow of 
Reſemblance which is ſometimes between them. Their true Limits and Boun- 
daries are not always palpably manifeſt ; and ſome are much more eaſy ta 
be miſtaken than others, by Reaſon of the ſeeming Nearneſs and Affinity 
of their Natures. Here not only the Names, but the very Notions may 
be mix'd, by leaving out ſome of the true conſtituent Parts, and taking in 


- thoſe that are foreign, and belong to another Combination, But though 


thoſe Vertues and Vices arc moſt liable to be confounded, which have fome 
Appearance of Likene's and Reſemblance ; yer ſometimes Men may be ſo 
infatuated, as to put the moſt monftrous Crimes for laudable Qualities, and 
the molt illuſtrious Moral Excellencies for Sins. Here tis hard to conceive 
that the Ideas are cang'd, tho tis nor impoſſible but they may; tis certain 
the Names are perverted ; and the Miſapplication of Words ueve fails to 
confound the Notions themſelves, whenever they are Capable of ſuch 
Confuſion, | 

Bur after all, Good and Evil, Vertue and Vice both in the general, and 
in particular Inſtances, continue in themſelves juſt as they were before, 
notwithſtanding this Mixture of Words and Conceptions. This alters not 
the Natures of Things; but they till remain unvariably the fame, For 
tho' theſe Moral Ideas are of a very different kind from ſenſible ones which 
wuhour any Action of ours are excited in us by outward ObjeRs, and ; 
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the Production of which we are purely paſſive; tho' they are made up by 
the Operation of the Mind, which joins rogether the ſeveral Parts of which 
they are compounded ; yet in this Caſe alſo there is ſuch a thing as real 
Nature without us, to which they all onght to be refer d. The Eternal 
Ideas in the Mind of God are the Patterns and Standards of ours ; and the 
latter are only ſo far true, as they agree and correſpond with the former. 
This Rule( which, fo far as we are concern'd in it, is by the Light of Rea- 
ſon and Revelation together ſufficieatly diſcover'd to as ) is that which we 
are to obſerve in forming theſe compound Notions. Which ( tho* they are 
collected by our voluntary Thoughts and Reflections, yet) are not ſo far 
Arbitrary, that we are at Liberty to make them at random, or according 
to our Will and Pleaſure. If we do, we are guilty of very grievous Sin, as 
I ſhall ſhew in its proper place; and at laſt, we do not change Things, but 
only miſzpprehend, or miſrepreſent them; this Confuſion no more altering 
the Nature of Good and Evil, than a Mask or a Diſguiſe can alter the Na- 
cure of a Man. | 

Having thus diſpatch'd the firſt Thing I propos'd, and endeavour'd to 
ſhew how far the Names and Notions of Good and Evil ate capable of being 
con!ounded; I proceed now to my Second, in which I am to conſider, 

11. When, or in whar particular Iaſtances Men are often A#ually guil- 
ty of Miſrepreſentation. 

Tho? it ſeems the clearer Method to conſider this in a Head diſtin from 
the former, yet there is ſo near a Connection between them that a great 
Part of what is to be inſiſted upon in This, has been unavoidably touch d up- 
on in That, But now to proſecute this Subject a little more at large; Men 
are guilty of the Sin, and obnoxious to the Puniſhment expreſs d in my Text, 

„ By diſguiſing and mixing Truth with Falſteod in their Reaſonings 


and Speculations, or endeavouring to give the one the Air and Reſem - 


blance ot the other. For theſe { eſpecially ia matters of Importance) are 
properiy Good and Evil, being the Objects of the Will as well as of the Un- 
derftanding We univerſally deſire Knowledge, and have as natural an A- 
verſion for Ignorance and Error. And there is all the Reaſon in the World 
that we (hovld ; ſince our Happineſs or Miſery ſo greatly depends upon our 
right or wrong Information, Whoſoever therefore puts Falſhood for Truth, 
if the Subject be of any Conſequence to u3, may with the u molt Propriety 
be ſaid o put Evil for Good; in the more Fulgar Phraſe he puts Darkneſs 
tor Light, while upon himſcit and others he impoſes Error for Argument, 
and Lies inſtcad of Demonſtration. In this Guilt are involv'd all Thoſe(and 
too many ſuch there are in the World) who by their ridiculous Sophiltry, 
and impudent Prertences to Reaſon, make it their Buſineſs to diſpute againſt 
the Principles of Chriſtianity ; nay, endeavour to take away all Diſtincti- 
on between Virtue and Vice, or to provę that there is no ſuch thing as ei- 
ther; to oblitcrate all Notiohs of Law and Obedience, and make Religion 
no better than a mere State Engine or Tool Policy. 

Nor is it eaſy to be imagin'd how Thoſe will entirely get clear of this 
Imputation, who in matters of very great moment (tho leſs than the Be- 
ing of Religion) argue contrary to the Reaſon and common Senſe of all 

i ; , Man- 


(7 
Mankind. As if (for Example) any 2 ſhould infiſt upon it, that the 


way to ſapport and Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution is to admit its Enemies into 
its Bowels ; or that the true Method to diſcourage any Faction of Men, is 
ro entruſt them with Power and Authority, 

2. Men bring this Guilt upon their Souls by recommending Vice, and 
traducing Vertue; by repreſenting the former as fit to be embrac'd, and 
the latter as undeſirable. Which indeed ſuppoſes the Practice of willful 
fallacious Reaſoning, mention'd in the former Particular: but then it ſup- 
poles ſomething elſe, and is a more direct Method of puttin Good and Evil 
for each other. This is the Employment of Thoſe who endeavour to per- 
ſwade the World that Religion is an uneligible Thing; a melancholy, diſmal, 
and uncomfurtable Inſtitution, attended only with Inconveniencies, and 
deſtitute of Rewards: on the other fide applauding a Wicked Courſe, 
as the only way to Pleaſure and Happineſs, as being moſt agreeable to 
human Reaſon, and the true Uſe of our natural Appetites. Theſe, an ſuch 
like are the peryerſe Arguings of ſome Men, who ſpoil themſelves and o- 
thers thro* Philoſophy, ( falſely ſo call'd and vain Deceit, after the Ru- 
d ment: of the World, and not after Chriſt, Coloſ. 2. 8. Hither likewiſe 
is to be reduc'd the deteſtable Practice of Scoffing ar Religion, or endea- 
vouring to render it ridiculous z and that of labouring to bring Vice into 
Credit and Reputation. Of the ſame Nature is all this Guilt when it re(- 
pects any particular Vertue or Vice, or even any fingle Action of either; 
when by Slander or Ridicule We ſtrive to make the former either Odious, 
or Contemptible, and by as falſe Repreſentation to procure Love, or Re- 
verence for the latter. Thus Forgiveneſs of Injuries ſhall be condemn'd 
by ſome as Pernicious,and laugh'd at by others as Weakneſs and Folly, Pro- 
faneneſs and all Manner of Debauchery ſhall paſs for very deſirable Qua- 
lities and the Acclompliſhments of a Gentleman; Revenge for a Proot of 
Valour, and Murder for the Vindication of One's Honour. But 

3. The Guilt here mention'd is chiefly, and moſt commonly contracted 
by putting ſome particular Vertues and Vices for each other; which 1s 
eſpecially done between thoſe which ſeem to have ſome Reſemblance, and 
ſo are more eaſy to be confounded and diſguis d. How, and how eaſily 
this may be effected, We have already conſider'd, and every Day's Expe- 
rience affords Us Examples in Abundance of its being actually put in Pra- 
tice, On the one hand for Inſtance, according as Occaſion requires, Hu- 
mility is call'd Littleneſs of Spirit, Meekneſs Cowardiſe, and Bravery O- 
ſtentation: Frugality paſſes for Covetouſnels, Generoſity for Extrava- 
gance,Courage for Raſhneſs, and a due Care of one's Reputation for Pride 
and Vain-glory, And it is as true, on the other hand, that theſe Vices,with 
many more which We need not mention, as often go under the Name and 
Shadow of thoſe adjacent Vertues. As Covetouſneſs has the ſtile of Fru- 
gality, Cowardiſe of Meekneſs; and ſo in the other Inſtances. 

But this fantaſtical Inverſion of the Notions of Things is chiefly to be 
obſerv'd in thoſe which are of a public and popular Nature; becaule the 
Temporal latereſts of Men, and the Prejudices of Parties and Factions arc 
more eſpecially conceru d ro miſrepreſent them. Thus a firm Adh-tion t 
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the beſt and nobleſt Principles ſhall be Obſtinacy or Pride; and a due Fer- 
your in the Vindication of them ſhall be Rage and Fury: while on the o- 
ther fide, Indifferency and Lukewarmrieſs ſhall have the good Luck to paſs 
for Charity, Uaſteadineſs for Complaiſance, and Baſcneis for Condeſcen- 
fion. Nay, it ſhall be eſteem'd Good-nature to be unconcern d in the Cauſe 
of a good Conſcience, Prudence to deſert it, and Moderation to betray it. 
And ſo great is the Inequality of Diſpenſations with reſpect to different 
Caſes and Perſons, that Zeal ſhall be unpardonable in the beſt of Cauſes, 
and meritorious in the worft : a true Religious Warmth in the Reſolute 
Diſcharge of his Duty, tho' perfectly free from all Unchriſtian and even all 


undecent Paſſion, ſnall be Violence and Uncharitableneſs in one Man; while 


in defence of the moſt unjuſtifiable Practices, and in Proſecution of as bad 
Deſigns, the bittereſt Railing, and the moft implacable Malice ſhall be 
Calmneſe, and Temper, and Moderation in Another. So that here is not 
only the Abſurdity of transforming Vertue and Vice; but this ſtrange 
Transformation is wrought by Means which ſeem to have a quite 4:fferent 
Tendency. if ſach prepoſterous Changes muſt be made, one would think 
it ſhould be always ſomething Evil which ſhovld make Good look like Evil, 
and ſo on the other fide, But it ſometimes happens quite conntrary ; and 
there is, it ſeems, ſo much Holineſs in a wicked Cauſe that it can conſe- 
crate Vice, and ſo much Profaneneſs in a good One that it will debaſe and 
unſanctify Vertue. 

And tho (as was ſaid) thoſe good and bade qualities are moſt likely to 
be confounded, which ſeem to have ſome Affinity in their Natures : yet 
ſomerimes Men have ſo long accuſtom'd themſelves to this way of Fallacy 
and Colluſion, inſenſibly fliding from one Degree of it to another; that 
they are ar laſt come to ſuch a Pitch, as to dignify the molt monſtrous 
Crimes with the Stile of Religion. As Schiſm, Murder, Rebellion, Sacri- 
lege, and Regicide, and 2 Thouſand other Enormities, were once by a moſt 
unheard of Latitude or Comprehenſion, all included under the general 
Notion of Reformation and Zeal for God's Glory; nay, the groſseſt Vil- 
lanies were put for thoſe very Duties to which they are Diametrically op- 
poſite; Rebellion vas Loyalty, and Fighting againſt the King was Figh- 
ring for Him. Such amazing Infatuation, or ſuch an unaccoutable Degree 
of Lying may Men at leaſt arrive to; nor can any Mortal Determine 
where they will probably ſtop, when once they are I hroughly engag d in 
a Deſign ſo prodigiouſly Wicked and Unnatural. : 


And as Vices arc ſometimes honour'd with the Titles even of thoſe Ver- 


tues to which they are moſt directly contrary ; fo on the other hand there 
are not wanting ſome, who ſlander and rraduce particular Vertues by gi- 
ving them the Names of their oppoſites Vices. Thus of a Man truly poor 
in Spirit and lowly in his own Eyes, it (hall be ſaid that his pretended 
_ Humility is nothing bur Pride, and that he is really Proud by ſeeming to 
be Humble. Such Reflections as theſe are often moſt injuriouſly made: 
Tis true, it ſometimes happens that the Caſe is really ſo ; but ſtill we are 
very Blameable in making tuch Judgments ar random, or without due 
Conggeration. Thoſe Qualities being fo very oppoſite, Men ought to » 
tully 


| 
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fully afſur'd that they are put for each other, before they paſs ſuch niee 


and critical Cenſures. For if the Perſon thus condemn'd be not a Hypo- 


crite, he that condemus him is plainly a Slanderer ; and it the one does 


not call Evil Good, 'tis moſt certain that the other calls Good Evil, 
The Mention of Hyocriſy ſuggeſts another Inſtance of the Sin we are 
diſcourſing of, which is to be rank d under this third Particular; it being 


the Buſineſs of the Hypocrite to make his Vices paſs for Vertucs, and de- 


ceive the World by a continued Cheat and Impoſture. 


As for nice Caſes relating to ſingle Actions or Circumſtances, theſe are 


ſometimes really and in their own Nature difficult to be diſtinguiſh'd, 
This therefore does nor properly belong to our preſent Subject; it not be- 
ing very material, and it being ſometimes hard for the moſt honeſt and 
induſtrious Enquirers to determine in theſe Emergencies, So that if they 
ſhould happen to be in the wrong, they would not be guilty of that Miſ- 
repreſentation of which we are now diſcourſing. 

If it be enquir d, whether Vice be ſo often put for Vertue, as Vertue 
for Vice; it ſeems probable that it is not. Becauſe Men do not altogether 
ſo much ſerve their Ends and Intereſts by the former, as by the latter. And 
for the ſame reaſon perhaps it is not fo eaſy to be done, becauſe not ſo 
much Practis d; the World not being ſo accuſtom'd to this way of De- 
ceiving. Not but that in the Nature of the Thing it ſelf it may be as eaſy 
as the other, perhaps eaſier As it requires Jeſs Skill and Pains to paint a 
bꝛautiful Face diſagreeable, than a diſagret able one beautiſul. 

4. Thoſe are eminently and ſignally chargeable with the Crime here 
mention d; who being any way concern d in the Adminiſtration of publick- 
Juſtice, endeavour to pervert the Courſe of it, and hinder it from taking 
its duc Effect. This Caſe is different from all thoſe abovemenrion'd ; in- 
aſmach as it does not relate to Religion in general, nor even to any par- 
ticular Vertues and Vices : but only to ſingle Fats, Cauſes, and Circum- 
ſtances, which alone axe the Objects of Judicial Enquiries, If Fudges then 
proceed not uprightly between Man and Man in matters of controverted 
Rights and Poſſeiſions; or in criminal Cafes condemn the Innocent, and 


let the Guilty go free; if Advocates labour by the Flouriſhes of Wit and 


Eloquence to gild and ſet off Injury and Oppreſſion, to burniſh and brigh- 
ten a wicked Cauſe, or to cloud, blacken, and aſperſe a good One; by. 
fallacious Subtilries to give a wrong Turn to the Merits of ic, to baffle and 
confound Wirnelles in order to evade the Evidence Which is laid before 
them; if Both endeavour to elude Right and Equity by bending and war- 
ping the Laws contrary to their natural Tendency, and torturing them till 
they ſpeak a ſenſe which they know nothing ot: what is all this but put- 
ting Evil for Good, and Good for Evil in the plaineſt and moſt Emphartica! 
ſenſe of the words? Hither alſo is to berefer'd the Guilt of Bribery, Subor- 
nation, and Falle witneſſing ; and in ſhort every Kind or Degree of Cor- 


ruption in all Perſons whatſoever, who any way belong to the Courts of 
Judicature, ſo as to have a ſtare in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. Or it 
theſe Practices be not manifellly enough imply'd in my Text, the words 4 


very little after it are ſufficiently plain, ver. 23. In hich there is à par- 
| riculas 
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ticular Woe denounc'd againſt Thoſe, who juſtify the Wicked for Reward, 
and take away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him, | 
And thus having Endeavour'd ro ſhew how far Good and Evil are Capa- 
ble of being put for each other, and in what Caſes they are often AFfually 
ſo confounded ; I paſs on to conſider in the Third Place, 
III. What are the Chief Cauſes and Principles of fo perverſe a Praftice. 
Theſe then, according to the more general Diviſion, ſeem reducible to 


Two; IGNORANCE, and PREFUDICE. 


1. As to the former, Tis hardly to be imagin'd thas this is often or in 
many Inſtances the Cauſe of ir, Some tew perhaps that are call'd Rational 


Creatures may be ſo groſly Ignorant, as not to know the plaineſt and moſt . 


common Diſtinctions of Morality : And this not only in any Chriſtian, 
but even in any Civilix d Country mult be voluntary and affected. Many 
more, no doubt, may be Ignorant in lower and leſs important Inſtances ; 
and this, the' bad enough, cannot be near ſo dangerous or ſo inexcuſable 
as the other. But : 

2. Prejudice is the chief and moſt frequent Cauſe of this Miſrepreſenta- 
tion, When a Man knows well enough what is Right and Wrong, but by 
rhe torce of Prepoſſeſſion will not own it. Having a ſtrong Biaſs upon his 
Will in favour, or disfayour of any Perſon or Cauſe; he wreſts the Noti- 
ons of Things to his own Purpoſes, and diſguiſes Good and Evil to ſerve 
thoſe Ends which he aims ar, Being ſuborn'd by his Will he ſpeaks againſt 
his Judgment, fo long till he ſpoils and miſleads 1 ; thus firſt 
deceiving others, and afterwards himſelf, Bur becauſe there are Prejudices 
of various Kinds which are the Cauſes of this pernicious Practice; ( for 
any particular Vice, Folly, Opinion, Padion, or even Humour may ſome 
time or other be the Principle from whence it flows ) I ſhall mention ſome 
of the more eminent and remarkable ones, it being endleſs to take notice 
of them all. The Prejudices then which are moſt likely to be the Cauſes of 
this Confuſion are thoſe of Cuſtom and Education; of wordly Intereſt ; of 
a craving Appetite, of Shame, of Malice, of Pride and Envy; and laſt- 
ly, of a wicked Lite in general, | 

1. As to the firſt of theſe Prejudices, that of Cuſtom and Education; it 
is ſufficiently known with what Zeal and Eagerneſs thoſe Principles or O- 
pinions are commonly defended, which Men have been bred up in, or to 
which they have been long habituated ; with what paſſionate Fondneſs 
they are lov'd, and with what Idolatry they are worſhip'd and ador'd, 
Rather than part with theſe Darlings of their Souls, they will aſſert any 
thing, or deny any thing; reject the plaineſt Proofs, and digeſt the moſt 
ſhocking Contradictions. For ſhall they recede from a Perſwaſion which 
they were born to, and which they inherit like their Eſtates? A Perſwa- 
fion which all their Friends are tenacious of, and which their Converſa- 
tion has ſo diligently cultivated and improved ? No, ſooner ſhall the Or- 
der of Nature be inverted ; Black ſhall be White,and Truth Falſhood, And 
tend of trying and examining any Favorite Principle by the only true 
Rule which Reafon or Scripture has ſufficiently laid down, they make that 
Principle the Role and Standard of every thing elle ; that which agrees 

| ; with 
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with it is Good, and whatever contradicts it. is Evil. So that theſe ever 
having the Law, are a Law unto Themſelves ; bur then that Law is not 
Conſcience, but Prepoſſeſſion; which they ſer up in Oppoſition to the clear- 
elt Light that can be given them, And thus by a ſtrange and unaccoun- | 
table Privilege, the Cuſtom of any particular Sct or Faction of Men ſhall 
ſuperſede or over- rule the ſtanding and written Laws not only of their 
Country, but even of God himſelf. 

2. The mighty Sway which remporal Intereſt bears in the World, and 
the exceeding ſtrong Biaſs which it puts upon Men's Minds even to make 
them tranſpoſe Contrarics themſelves, is likewiſe too manifeſt to be long 
infiſted upon. Tis for this that they fo carefully diſguiſe the Vices which 
they have, and pretend to the Vertues which they have not: tis this that 
makes them Act contrary ro common Honeſty, and Argue contrary to 
common Senle ; that cau make a Peace maker guilty, and a Murderer in- 
noceat ; Loyalty unpardonable, and Treaſon meritorious, And, what 
is yet more wonderful, that which is good or Evil one Day ſhall be quite | 
contrary the next ; not upon any Alteration of Circumſtances in the *|4 
Thing, but in the Perſon that judges of it: as the ſame Object appears in 
Colours different from what it did before, not upon the Account of any 
Change in it ſelf, but in the Eyc that fees it. The ſtrange Power which 
temporal Intereſt has to pervert Men's Underſtandings, and make them 
confound the Diſtinctions of Right and Wrong, is in the Scriptures ele- 
gancly «xpreſs'd by blinding their Eyes. Thus Samuel the great Judge of | | 
I/rael at his Reſigning that high and honourable Employment, challenges | ' 
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the People to lay any Corruption to his Charge; Whom have I oppreſs'd, 
and at whaſe hand have I receiv'd any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith? 
1 Sam. 12.3. And Deut. 16. 19. Thou ſhalt not wreſt Judgment,Thou ſhalt 
not reſpect Perſons, neither take a Gift; for a Gift dothblind the Eyes of 
the Wiſe, and pervert the Works of the Righteous. And in many other In- 
ſtances beſides this of Corruption in judgment, Men's Eyes are frequenly 
thus blinded ; even then, when they are aid to be moſt enlighten d. 

3. Another Prejudice which is apt to occaſion this Prevarication, is P 
that of a craving and unruly Appetite. Being hard preſs'd by the Uneaſi- = 
neſs of a longing Inclination to any forbidden Pleaſure, and yet ſtartled at | 
the Sin and Danger which attends it; Men will be apt to uſe all the Fal- 
lacies and Treacherous Reaſ-nings they are Maſters of, ro prove that 
Lawful which they would fain have ſo, and to make their Luſts reconci- 
leable with their Duty. Such pains will they take to cheat and delude 
themſelves ; and very flight Arguments will be effectual to deceive Thoſe 41 
who not only are willing, but labour to be deceiv d. | a 

4+ The Shame of wicked or diſhonourable Actions is ſometimes the Oo- 
cafion of this Miſrepreſentation. When a Man has done, or is about to do 
a fooliſh or unwarrantable Thing; and has the Baſeneſs, or Unlavful- 
nels of it fairly laid before his Eyes, and urg'd home upon his Conſcience 2 
rather than take that Shame upon him which is his Doe, He will uſe all 
imaginable Arts to palliate and diſguiſe thaſe Vices or Follies which — 
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(12) 
impoſſible to juſtify. This is eſpecially rhe Caſe of theſe who are Preju* 
dic d by Fear and Cowardiſe; who would be good Men, if they durſt ; 
and have Inclination to do their Duty, but want the Courage. Theſe are 
put to a thouſand Shifts and Evaſions to bring themſelves off, and appear 
with a tolerable Grace; endeavour to alter the Nature of thoſe Actions 
which they cannot defend; ann rather chuſe to have Religion repreſented 
in falſe Colours, than Themſelves in their true ones. 

5. Men often turn Vertue into Vice, and condemn what they ought to 
praiſe; when they are acted by the Prejudices of Spight and Malice, No- 
thing is more common than to hear them inveigh againſt thoſe they hate, 
eyen for that which deſerves to be honour'd and rewarded. Their firſt En- 
deavour indeed is commonly to alledge falſe matter of Fact, and deny 
that the Perſons they are prepoſſeſs'd againſt ever did thoſe Things, or 
have thoſe Qualities which are pretended and ſuppos'd. But if that will 
not do, they immediately betake themſelves to the other Method ; and 
rather than One they deteſt ſhall be thought to have any Good in him, 
Good it ſelf ſhall be Evil, and Merit an Abomination. 

6. It frequently proceeds from a Principle ot Pride or Envy. I mention 
theſe together, becauſe the latter is often a Conſequence or Effect of the 
former: and Men endeavour to leſſen the Characters of Others, in order 
to heighten and recommend their own, By the Prejudices therefore of 
Vain-glory and Selſ-conceit, they ſtrive to make Deformity it ſelf appear 
Beautiful in their own Perſons ; and by the tainting Breath of Envy la- 
bour to blaſt and wither the moſt flouriſhing Graces with which others are 
adorn'd, Sometimes to gratify theſe vicious Appetites, they are tor an 
univerſal Levelling of Characters, and almoſt making all Mankind alike. 
By leſſening the good Qualities of ſome, and the bad ones of others, they 
endeavour to put all upon an Equality ; by which Means they hope to 
make themſelves appear as well as the reſt ot their Neighbours ; which 
they are ſenſible they cannot do, without taking theſe indirect Meaſures, 
and bringing down Others to their own Size and Dimenſions. Upon the 
{ame Motive of Pride they often contract this Guilt merely to humour the 

idiculous Vanity of Jeſting ; eſpecially if it be join'd with the Spirit of 
Trifling and Levity : They thing it an Argument of a vivacious Genius 
to call the moft ſerious Things in the World by contrary Names; and 
pretending to be Wits, are really Fools. ; 

7. The laſt and worſt Prejudice which I afſign'd as a Cauſe of this 
deteſtable Practice, was that of a profiigate Life in general, Thoſe parti. 
cular Vices and Follies above mention'd may be, and often are the Occaſi - 

ons of it in particular Inſtances, or inferior Degrees : but an entire Habit 
of Wickedneſs puts Men upon the molt deſperate Attemps to undermine 
all Religion; which they eannot hope to doby any likelier Methods, than 
dy that of which we are diſcourſing. A flagitious and diſſolute Courſe of 
Living makes lafidels of ſome, Scepticks of others, and Enemies to God and 

Goodneſs ot All. And thoſe ro whom eitherof theſe Characters belongs, 


will be apt to endeavour to take away all Diſtiction between the moſt con- 
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trary and moſt important Notions of 1 So that they labour to per- 
vert the Ideas of Religion becauſe they live in conſtant Oppoſition to it; 
and put Darkneſs for Light, upon the ſame Principle that they love Derk- 
neſs rather than Light ; becauſe their Deeds are Evil. John. 3. 19. 

Which bring me to conſider in the 4th place, 

IV. The extreme Wickedneſs and Deſtrufive Conſequences of this exe- 
crable Practice. 

That the Guilt of it is moſt heavy, and its Tendency pernicious, ig 
plainly imply'd in the Words of my Text; whic denounces Woe and Ven- 
geance againſt ir, Nor can it be conceiv'd to be otherwiſe, it We conſider 
only the above meation'd Principles from which it flows; it being impoſ- 
ſible that any but very bad Eſſects ſhould proceed from ſuch corrupt Cau- 
ſes, To put Good and Evil for each other in any ſenſe, even in the loweſt 
Caſes and Degrees muſt needs be highly criminal, and provoking to Al- 
mighty Ged. But to do it in the moſt important Inſtances, and that too 
with Deliberation and Malice, is undoubtedly the boldeſt and moſt exalted 
Fitch of Wickedneſs. is directly doing the Devil's Work for him; and 
He himſelf cannot more effectually advance the Intereſt of his Kingdom, 


By ſpoiling Men's Underſtandings, blinding their Judgments, perverting 


their Reaſon, and in ſhort making the whole Intellectual World a perfect 
Chaos and Maſs of Confuſion ; It quite unravels the Scheme of Morality, 
and breaks up the very Foundations of all Religion. That it does fo is 
Plain, and needs no Proof ; for when the Notions of Good and Evil, of 
Vertue and Vice are thus huddled and confounded ; how is it poſſible for 
any ſuch thing as Relgion to ſubſiſt in the World? And then it is the high- 
eſt Iaſolence againſt God that can well be imagin'd ; not only to break 
his Laws, but to pretend even to cancel and repel them, 

And what muſt be the Conſequences of it with reſpeR to the Peace, 
Society, Government, and Well-being even of this World, is not at all 
difficulty to determine. How many miſerable Souls then muſt periſh 
everlaſtingly by it in the next? And what therefore muſt be the puniſh- 
ment ot Thoſe who are involv'd in this moſt horrid Guilt of contriving 
the eternal Deſtruction of others, and ruining ſo many Thouſands beſides 
themſelves ? 

Nor ought it in ſome Inſtances to eſcape unpuniſh'd even in this Life. 
Shall Thoſe who contradict the fundamental Principles of Morality, and 
even the common Reaſon of Mankind, traduce the great Truths of Chri- 
ſtianity, and endeavour to deſtroy the very Being of Government either 
in Church, or State; and by ſo doing put Light for Darkneſs, and Good 
for Evil, with the cooleſt and moſt deliberate Malice, and in the moſt 
publick and impudent Manner, hall ſuch be conniv'd at, and ſufter'd to 
go on with Impunity ? Certainly the Eads and Maxims even of human 
Government require that they ſhould not; and theſe (if any) are I- 
guities to be puniſh'd by the Judges, 

And accordingly our wiſe and pious Legiſlators haye made Proviſion 
in this Particular i and ſurely it is the Duty of all Perſons in their ſeveral 

; Stations, 


(14 ) 
Stations, as much as in them lies, and as far as it properly belongs to them. 
to promote the Execution of the Laws againſt ſuch Offenders ; of private 
Subjects to convict, and of Magiſtrates to puniſh them, Nor is it without 


Reaſon that this is here mention'd. The wicked, and even Blaſphemous 
Books which are publiſh'd among us to the Shame and Reproach of our 
Country, give more than ſufficient Occaſion for theſe Reflections. Infa- 
mous Libels upon almoſt every thing that's Good: which defy all Au- 
thori:y both Humane and Divine, rend to the Unhinging of all Govern- 
ment, eſpecially the Eccleſiaſtical, to the Annulling of all ſacred Miniſte- 
rial Orders, and to the utter Extirpation of all Chriſtianity. 

Tho' ſuch deſperate abandon'd Wretches as the Authors of theſe Writ- 

ings are fitter to be dealt with by Penalties than by Arguments, yet to the 
Confuſion of their little Reaſonings they have had the latter afforded 
them, which they do not deſerve, and therefore ſure they are not hardly 
dealt with, if they have likewiſe the former which they to deſerve, For 
certainly Men ought not to be at Liberty to diſpute about any thing, or 
ro vent what notions they think fir. It may perhaps be call'd Perſecu- 
tion, or a Hindrance to free Thinking to entreuch upon this Privilege 
which they have ſo natural a Right to ; but for all that, they have nor 
this uncontroulable Licence in Caſes which are of a much lower and leſs im- 
portant Nature, Let them be as free Thinkers as they pleaſe, they are 
not ſuffer d (and *ris not fir they ſhould ) ro queſtion the Titles of Kings: 
and ſhall God's be queſtion'd ? They are puniſh'd / and that very juſtly ) 
for ſlandering, or even ſpeaking irreverently of Princes; nay, of Sub- 
jects who are inveſted with Power and Authority: and ſhall they be per- 
mitted to blaſpheme Chriſt, and deny God the abſolute Government of 
the World? Muſt there be a Toleration too for ſuch Helliſh Outrages as 
theſe ? Shall ir be ſuggeſted without a ſevere Animadverfion, * That 
God's Right to reign over the Fews as their Prince, was founded upon 
Contract? Shall it be ſaid ( tho? with never ſo much Artifice, and in 
the pretended Perſon of Another) that + © if choſe Writings, which the 
* Clergy call Scriptures, are of their fide, there is no doubt but they are 
© of their own Inventing ? And if Feſus Chriſt their Patron, laid the toun- 
dation of thoſe Powers which they claim to themſelves under him, the 
old Romans did him Right in puniſhing him with the Death of a Slave? 
Shall not God wiſit for theſe Things, and ſhall not his Soul be aveng'd, of 
ſuch a Nation as this ? If Men are ſoffer'd to commit all theſe Abomina- 
tions, and to publiſh ſuch horrid Blaſphemies ; what can we expect, but ill 
Succeſs in our Affairs? For how can we think that God will cſpouſe our 
Cauſe, if we ſo tamely and ſcandalouſly deſert His? 

Theſe which I have mention'd, and ſuch like Inſolencies in Wickedneſs 
will Thoſe at Jaſt advance to, who have given themſelves over to ſuch a 
Licence and Diſſolution of Principles, to ſuch a Libertiniſm of Reaſoning 

Rights of the Chriſt, Church p. 151, +# Account of the Grouth 
of Deifm in England p. 7. | 
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15 
as well as Living, and have *. off all choſe Reſtraints which God has 
ordain'd to curb the unruly Luſts and Appetites of Men. Theſe likewiſe 
are the Effects of their implacable Rage and Fury againſt thoſe ſacred Or- 
dinances which He has inſtituted: they will ſtick at Nothing to gratify 
that Rancour and Virulence with which they are tranſported ; but defy 


God, rather than not ſhew their Spight againſt his Church. and diſgorge 


their Malice, tho by ſwallowing Blaſphemy. 


Bur, as the difference of Perſons may alter the Degree of Guilt; ſome, | 


according to the Stations in which they are plac'd, are more unpardonable 
in putting God for Evil and Evil for Good, than others, And thoſe in 
whom it would be moſt intolerable, are Perſon of a ſacred Character. It 
They, whoſe Judgment and Authority are, or ought to be, of ſo muck 
weight, whoſe proper Buſineſs it is to interpret the Scriptures, and truly 
repreſent the Mind of God; if They out of Fear, or Hope, or any finiſtcr 
Peſign, ſhould deliver that for Vertue which they know or believe to be 
Vice; or any way prevaricate, and handle the Word of God deceitfully ; 
of how ſore a Puniſhment wonld theſe be thought worthy, who would mi- 
ſlead the Souls committed to their Charge, proſtitute their high and holy 
Office to ſuch vile Purpoſes, and bring a Reproach upon that Profeſſion 
which they ought to adorn, Our Bleffed Saviour aſſure ns, that whoſoever 
Gall break the leaſt of his Commanaments. and TE ACH MEN SO, 
ſhall be call d the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. Should any then of 
that ſacred Order make Panegyricks upon the worſt of Men, only becauſe 
they are great Men; ſmooth over ſome of their Vices, and praiſe them 
for others; flatter the Dead to make their Court to the Living ; and all 
at the Expence of their Integrity, by venting falſe Doctrine as well as falſe 
Oratory, in order to advance their Fortunes, and ſerve their wretched lu- 
tereſts in this World: what a Maſs of Guilt would they heap upon Them» 
ſelves! They would imitate the Example of Judas in betraying their Lords 
Religion for Money, as that other Traytor did his Perſon; and withoue 
the ſevereſt and a Timely Repentance, would by the worſt Sort of Simony 
pay their Souls as the P urchafe for their Preferments. 

Nay, we who are dedicated to that holy Employment may in ſome 
meaſure be negatively guilty in this reſpect. We fin not only if we repre- 
ſent Good aud Evil falſely, but if we decline or avoid the Opportunities 
of repreſenting them truly; if we be filent when our Duty calls us to 
ſpeak ; or if, when we do ſpeak, we prophecy only ſmooth things; if we 
do not proceed according to the Command ot God given to the Prophet of 
my Text: Cry aloud, fpare not, lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet; and 
— my People their Tranſgreſſons, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins, 
Hai. 58. 1. : 


And ſo from the Conſideration of the extreme Guilr, and deſtructive | 


Conſequences of this Miſrepreſentation, I proceed in the Fifth and laſt 
place to conſider, | 
V. What Meaſures we mult take that we may not be ſednc'd and de- 
lvded by it. | * 
ov 
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(16) 
Now all the Cautians that are to be given under this Head are equal; 
uſeful in order to avoid thus deceiving our ſelves, and being fo deciv'd b 
others. To be ſecure then from both, we muſt take care to be free from a 
thoſe Prejudices, Vices, and Follies before mention d, with many more of the 
like Nature, which are the Cauſes of this Confuſion ; muſt be honeſt and 
fincere in our Purpoſes, and perfectly clear from all baſe Ends and Intereſts, 
We muſt likewiſe diligently examine the Natures of Things, and give ou 
ſelves up to be guided by right Reaſon and Scripture ; which will teach u 
to diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, even in thoſe Caſes which are pre- 
tended to be intricate and abſtruſe. For notwithſtanding this Confuſion o 
Words and Notions there is ſuch a Thing as Truth in the World, and it is 
not half ſo difficult to be diſcover d as ſome are willing to believe. The true 
Boundaries between particular Vertues and Vices, thoſe too which are moſt 
apt to be miſtaken for each other, are not ſo very hard to be ſtated; i 
Men would but be at the Trouble even of a little Thinking. Thus for Ex- 
ample, To abſtrain from Rage and Unchriſtian Paſſion, to be patient of 
Contradiction, to return good Language for bad, and not to be enflam'd by 
Perſonal Affronts and Reflections, all concur in the Vertue of Meckneſs. 
But to ſuffer God's Honour to be 1mpeach'd, or his Name to be blaſphem d 
withour ſhewjng any Reſentment, or Rebuking the Offender ; to permit 
wicked Men to effect their Deſigns, when it is our Duty to oppoſe them, 
and perhaps in our Power to hinder them; is this Meekneſs? So indeed it 
may be call'd; but it is very plain that here that Vertue expires, and Sloth 
or Cowardiſe immediately rakes place, By thus ſeparating the conſtituent 
Ideas, and conſidering them diſtinctly one after another, and not ſuffering 
them to lie mix'd and blended, together in the Mind; Men may with a lit- 
. tle Attention in this, and other Inſtances clearly diſtinguiſh Vertue from 
deü, and diſcern where one ends, and the other begins. 
It will likewiſe be requiſite often and ſeriouſly to conſider the exceed- 
Ing Guilt and Danger of this deteſtable Habit; as I have repreſented it in 
its proper place. Which if we do, we ſhall ſtart with Abhorrence at the 
Proſpect, abſtain from all Appearance ot this Evil, nor dare to venture 
upon the leaſt Link of this fatal Chain, which draws ſo many diſmal Con- 
ſequences after it. And thoſe that are already intangled in this Guile, if 
they would but conſider Things, would ſoon endeavour to extricate them- 
ſelves out of a Snare ſo pernicious and deſtructiwe. Bur if they are re- 
ſoly d to be obſtinate and thoughtleſs; they muſt perſevere in their Pra- 
ctices, till they receive the Reward of them; and lift up thoſe Eyes in 
Hell which they willfully ſhut before they came thither. And when they 
find themſelves in that place of Torment, they will perceive to their eten 
nal Confuſion, that the Art they have been ſo long accuſtom'd to will fail 
them there; nor will they be able, with all their Skill and Sophiſtry to 
prove that Evil to be Good, that Darkneſs to be Light, or that Bitter 
Cup of God's Vengeance to be Sweet, : 
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